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POLITICAL WRITINGS
[CHAP, xiv
Lord Lyndhurst, who also gave us a fortnight of his delightful society. I am tolerably busy, and hope to give a good account of myself and doings when we meet, which I trust will be soon. How goes that ' great lubber' the Public, and how fares that mighty hoax, the World ? Who of our friends has distinguished or extinguished himself or herself ? In short, as the hart for the waterside, I pant for a little news, but chiefly of your fair and agreeable self. . . . How is the most delightful of men and best of friends, the Admirable Crichton ? . . . How and where is Bulwer ? How are the Whigs and how do they feel ? All here who know you send kind greetings, and all who have not that delight, kind wishes. Peace be within your walls and plenteousness within your palace. Vale.
Yours affectionately,
Dis.1
In December  of  this  year there was published as a volume of  200 pages a tract entitled a * Vindication of the English  Constitution  in   a Letter   to   a Noble   and Learned Lord, by Disraeli the Younger,' the noble and learned Lord being, of course,  Lyndhurst.    This tract is the most important of Disraeli's early political writings, and the fullest  exposition   of   his  political   creed  that preceded  Coningsby ; while even   Coningsby, as we shall see, added little that is essential to the statement.    There is little in the  Vindication itself, perhaps, that may not be found in germ in the speeches,  letters, and articles of the few preceding years, but all is now brought together, and this is one of the cases where the whole is something more than the mere aggregate of the parts.    The Vindication gave Disraeli what his fugitive efforts  could never have   given him, a   recognised   position   as   a   political writer  and thinker, and it not only  helped to fix and clarify his own ideas, but, appearing at a moment when, party boundaries were shifting and principles in a state of flux, it from the first exerted no inconsiderable influence over the development of political thought.
i Mr. Alfred Morrison's collection.   In the reprint the year is wrongly given as 1837.